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Middle Earth: Dioramas for the planet 
Neyran Turan

Middle of the Earth: Dioramas 
for the Planet is a geo-architec-
tural fiction, which positions cli-
mate change as a cultural and 
political idea that requires a re-
newed architectural imagina-
tion. The project imagines a na-
tural history museum, which 
contains large scale dioramas 
that each displays a specific pro-
blem brought by climate change 
taking place at the “middle 
of the earth,” i.e., around the 
equator, the earth’s zero-degree 
latitude: the melting of the ice-
bergs, deforestation in Brazil 
and Indonesia, plastic waste in 
the Pacific Ocean, sand mining in
Singapore, and the e-waste 
dump sites in Ghana. Rather 
than limiting the role of climate 
change for design to a problem 
to solve, the project specula-
tes on architecture as a measure 
against which the world might 
be read.

ENTRANCE HALL. The relief map 
table showing the actual location 
of the museum, situated at the 
coordinates 00N 00E, the exact lo-
cation on Earth where the equa-
tor crosses the prime meridian 
near the Gulf of Guinea, Africa.
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TRIPTYCH OF AIR CONDITIONING. 
Diorama depicting the ext-
ravagant use of air-conditio-
ning around the zero-degree 
latitude.
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PLASTIC PACIFIC HALL. Dio-
rama portraying the plastic 
trash in the Pacific Ocean.
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ROOM OF ICEBERGS. Diorama 
portraying the melting of the 
icebergs and their drift to the 
coastal regions within the 
earth’s zero-degree latitude.
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rated by Beatriz at Colomina and Mark Wigley. Turan’s work draws on the 
relationship between geography and design to highlight their interaction 
for new aesthetic and political trajectories within architecture and urba-
nism. Turan is the founding chief-editor of the Harvard University Gradu-
ate School of Design journal New Geographies and was the editor-in-chief 
of the first two volumes of the journal New Geographies 0 (2008) and New 
Geographies: After Zero (2009). Some of her recent writings have been pu-
blished in journals and edited books including, Perspecta (MIT Press), Are 
We Human? (Lars Muller Publishers), Climates: Architecture and the Plane-
tary Imaginary (Columbia University GSAAP & Lars Muller Publishers), 20/20: 
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